


SHARM EL-SHEIKH
(EGYPT): Big emitters of  the
heat-trapping gas methane
can expect a call from the
United Nations starting next

year, when the global body
launches a new platform to
combine existing systems for
tracking the potent green-
house gas from space.

The UN Environment Pro-
gramme said on Friday that
the new Methane Alert and
Response System - MARS for
short - is intended to help
companies act on major
emissions sources but also
provide data in a transparent
and independent way.

It draws on satellite meas-
urements performed by
NASA and the European,
German and Italian space
agencies. Data from private
satellite operators will also be
incorporated in future.

“Each of  these instru-
ments give us a correct an-
swer to a question that is
slightly different, because
each of  them see different
things,” said Manfredi Calta-
girone, head of  the Interna-
tional Methane Emissions
Observatory at UNEP. “So the

only way you can have a cor-
rect picture is to connect
them all together.” The data
will be released 45 to 75 days
after it is gathered, meaning

companies will have suffi-
cient time to fix the leaks by

the time they become public.
“We think it is important

not to just create a shaming
tool, but to engage the opera-
tors and governments so they
can act on the specific event,”
said Caltagirone.

Releasing the measure-

ments on a UN-backed plat-
form would also ensure that
it is considered neutral and
reliable, providing a standard
that prevents companies
from “shopping around” for
data that makes them look
best, he said. —AP
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UN to seek out methane emitters with data from space 

WASHINGTON: President
Joe Biden arrived in Sharm
El-Sheikh for the global cli-
mate meet with a giant do-
mestic investment in tow —
and he’s likely to face ques-
tions about how far US will go
to pull other large green-
house gas emitters along.

His attendance on Friday
at COP27, in Sharm el-
Sheikh, Egypt, is the first
stop on a trip that will also
take him to a meeting of

Southeast Asian leaders in
Cambodia and a Group of  20
meeting in Indonesia. Biden
arrives buoyed by a good
showing by the Democratic
Party in Tuesday’s midterm
elections.

At COP 27, Biden will dis-
cuss a new supplemental rule
coming Friday that cracks
down on methane emissions,
a measure that expands on a
similar regulation his admin-
istration released last year.

SHARM EL SHEIKH
(EGYPT): Countries, includ-
ing India, on Friday
launched a package of  25
new collaborative actions to
be delivered by COP28 to
speed up the decarbonisa-
tion under five key break-
throughs of  power, road
transport, steel, hydrogen
and agriculture.

Under the breakthrough
agenda, countries represent-
ing more than 50 per cent of
global GDP, set out sector-
specific aPriority Actions’ to
decarbonise power, trans-
port and steel, scale up low-

emission hydrogen produc-
tion and accelerate the shift
to sustainable agriculture by
COP28.

These measures are de-
signed to cut energy costs,
rapidly reduce emissions
and boost food security for
billions of  people worldwide.

The actions under each
breakthrough will be deliv-
ered through coalitions of
committed countries -- from
the G7, European Commis-
sion, India, Egypt, Morocco
and others, supported by
leading international organ-
isations and initiatives, and

spearheaded by a core group
of  leading governments.

These efforts will be rein-
forced with private finance
and leading industry initia-
tives and further countries
are encouraged to join.

The Priority Actions in-
clude agreements to: Devel-
op common definitions for
low-emission and near-zero
emission steel, hydrogen
and sustainable batteries to
help direct billions of
pounds in investment, pro-
curement and trade to en-
sure credibility and trans-
parency. —IANS

Countries launch decarbonisation actions

Biden arrives for climate talks

Joe Biden disembarks from Air Force One at the airport of Egypt’s
city of Sharm El-Sheikh, to attend the COP27, on Friday —AFP

Covid cases
spike in Australia

amid warnings 
of new wave

CANBERRA: Australia has re-
ported an almost 50 per cent in-
crease in new Covid cases amid
warnings of  a new wave of  in-
fections.

The Department of  Health
on Friday revealed that there
were an average of  7,809 new
cases recorded per day over the
last week, reports Xinhua news
agency. It represents a 47 per
cent increase from the previous
week, when there were an aver-
age of  5,300 new cases each day.

“Over the last week, 54,661
cases of  Covid were reported
across Australia,” the Depart-
ment said in an update.

Danielle McMullen, vice
president of  the Australian
Medical Association (AMA),
described the spike in cases as
“alarming”, calling for the gov-
ernment to launch targeted
campaigns countering health
misinformation.

“We’re certainly seeing an
alarming increase in cases
over the past couple of  weeks,”
she told local media on Friday.
“And so it really is important
we’ve got that clear messaging
out to people about steps they
can take to reduce their
chances of  infection and to get
treatment if  they’re in those
high risk groups that are eligi-
ble for Covid treatment.” Chief
Medical Officer Paul Kelly re-
cently urged Australians to
take additional precautions to
maximise their protection. 


