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Jordan king places  half-brother under house arrest
JERUSALEM: Jordan king has gone public with a royal rift with his half-brother and
formalised the former crown prince's house arrest, calling him "erratic" in an unprecedented
harshly worded letter published on Thursday. King Abdullah II said in the letter that he had
approved measures to detain Prince Hamzah in his palace and restrict his communications
and movements, citing his half brother's “erratic behavior and aspirations.”  

World’s highest weather station
installed on Mt Everest

UP ABOVE THE WORLD SO HIGH

AGENCIES / Kathmandu

A team of  experts from the
National Geographic Society
has installed the "world's
highest weather station" on
Mt. Everest at an altitude of

8,830 metres to automatically
measure various meteorolog-
ical phenomena, the Nepalese
media reported on Thursday.

Nepal's Department of  Hy-
drology and Meteorology
(DHM) said the automatic
weather station was installed
a few metres below the sum-
mit point (8,848.86 metres) last
week as the snow and ice on
the summit are not suitable
for fixing equipment.

The weather monitoring
system, powered by solar en-
ergy, is supposed to measure
various meteorological phe-
nomena like air temperature,
wind speed and direction, air
pressure, change in surface

height of  snow, and incoming
and outgoing short and long
wave radiation.

The NatGeo team, led by cli-
mate scientist Baker Perry
from the Appalachian State
University in the US, consist-

ed of  acclaimed climbers and
scientists, many of  whom
scaled the world's highest
peak while installing the
weather station.

The team spent a month in
the Everest region of  Nepal
and also carried out the main-
tenance of  other stations, in-
cluding a station at South Col,
The Himalayan Times report-
ed.

The DHM and National Ge-
ographic signed a memoran-
dum of  understanding to op-
erate all five Automatic
Weather Stations  installed by
NatGeo to provide near real-
time information regarding
mountain conditions.

Lebanon gets Interpol
notice for Ghosn

Japan climber
falls in Alaskan
crevasse, dies

ANCHORAGE: A climber from
Japan is presumed dead
following a fall into a crevasse
near Mount Hunter in Alaska's
Denali National Park and
Preserve, officials said.
The park, in a statement, said a
43-year-old climber from
Kanagawa, Japan, was unroped
from his teammates when he fell
through a weak ice bridge near
their camp at approximately
2,440 metres on the southeast
fork of the Kahiltna Glacier.
Mountaineering rangers with the
park were notified of the fall, at
the base of Mount Hunter's
North Buttress, late Tuesday, the
statement said. 
A ranger rappelled into the
crevasse as far as possible and
found that the ice bridge
collapse had filled the crevasse
with a large volume of snow
and ice, the statement said.
“The climber is presumed dead
based on the volume of ice,” it
added.

AGENCIES
London

Lebanon received a wanted
notice from Interpol  for dis-
graced auto tycoon Carlos
Ghosn on Thursday, four
weeks after French prosecu-
tors issued an international
arrest warrant for him,
Lebanese judicial officials
said.

The officials did not give fur-
ther details about the Inter-
pol-issued Red Notice, which
is a non-binding request to
law enforcement agencies
worldwide that they locate
and provisionally arrest a
fugitive. 

A Red Notice is not an arrest
warrant and does not require
Lebanon to arrest Ghosn. It is
the second Red Notice that
Lebanon has received in the
case, as the first was issued in
January 2020, a few days after
Ghosn fled Japan for

Lebanon in a gripping escape.
The judicial officials, who

spoke on condition of
anonymity in line with regu-
lations, said the notice was re-
ceived Thursday by the prose-
cutor's office in Beirut. 

The new Red Notice came
after the French prosecutor's
office in the Paris suburb of
Nanterre said last month that
it issued the warrant for the
former head of  Nissan and
Renault and four other 
people.

Pak rupee breaches 200-mark against $
AGENCIES / Karachi

The US dollar has been on a
one-way path, upwards, against
the Pakistani rupee since the
past week, and the trend contin-
ued Thursday when it finally
breached the Rs 200-mark in the
interbank trading, Samaa TV
reported.

The value of  the dollar appre-
ciated by Rs 1.81, or 0.91 per cent
and was trading at Rs 200.20 at

11 a.m. during intraday trade.
The greenback closed at Rs

198.39 Wednesday, after gaining
Rs 2.65 from its closing value of

Experts have said the
economic and political

uncertainty was
fuelling the dollar's
rise and hurting the

rupee's value

Now, Musk will vote
for Republicans

AGENCIES
San Francisco

Tesla CEO Elon Musk,
who has put the $44 billion
Twitter deal on hold, said
on Thursday that he will
now vote for Republicans,
as conservatives return to
the micro-blogging plat-
form.

Musk, who has gained
nearly 11 million followers
since he first announced
Twitter takeover last
month, said that the polit-
ical attacks on him will es-
calate dramatically in the
coming months.

"In the past I voted De-
mocrat, because they were
(mostly) the kindness par-
ty. But they have become
the party of  division &
hate, so I can no longer

support them and will
vote Republican," Musk
tweeted.

"Now, watch their dirty
tricks campaign against
me unfold," he added.

Musk earlier said that
for Twitter to deserve pub-
lic trust, it must be politi-
cally neutral, which effec-
tively means upsetting the
far right and the far left
equally.

Rs 195.74 on Tuesday.
In the open market, the US dol-

lar already breached the Rs 200-
mark two days ago.

Since the new government
took power April 11, the green-
back has appreciated by Rs 18.09
in the interbank market. In the
open market, the foreign cur-
rency rose by Rs 15.50 during
the same period, Samaa TV re-
ported.

Experts have said the econom-
ic and political uncertainty was
fuelling the dollar's rise and
hurting the rupee's value.

The market was looking to-
wards ongoing talks between
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and Pakistan in
Qatar.

During the first rounds of
talks that concluded Wednesday,
Pakistan assured the Fund that
it is ready to take tough deci-
sions like revoking the subsidy
on fuel and controlling the ris-
ing current account deficit.

‘Don’t offer ceasefire’
AGENCIES

Kyiv

An adviser to Ukraine's Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy
says that the country won't ac-
cept any cease-fire until all
the Russian troops pull back.

Thursday's statement from
Mykhailo Podolyak, who was
involved in several rounds of
talks with Russia, reflects an
increasingly confident stand
taken by Ukraine as it has
fought the Russian offensive
to an effective standstill.

"Do not offer us a ceasefire -
this is impossible without to-
tal Russian troops withdraw-
al," Podolyak wrote on Twit-
ter.

In a reference to a 2015 peace
agreement for eastern
Ukraine that was brokered by
France and Germany and
signed in the Belarusian cap-
ital Minsk, Podolyak wrote:
"Ukraine is not interested in
new 'Minsk' and the war re-
newal in a few years." 

Several Ukrainian officials
have recently issued similar

statements. Podolyak didn't
specify what would constitute
"total" withdrawal.

He added that "until Russia
is ready to fully liberate occu-
pied territories, our negotiat-
ing team is weapons, sanc-
tions and money."

Meanwhile, the UK Min-
istry of  Defence, in a briefing
posted on Thursday morning,
said a number of  senior Russ-
ian commanders have al-
ready been fired for poor per-
formance during the war.

An adviser to
Zelenskyy says that
the country won't

accept any ceasefire
until all the Russian

troops pull back

No confidence motion
against Balochistan CM

ISLAMABAD: In the midst of
what seems like a never-ending
political crisis in Pakistan where
Imran Khan got ousted through a
no-confidence motion, similar
political winds are now shaking
the walls of the Balochistan
provincial assembly, as a no-
confidence motion has been
submitted against Mir Quddus
Bizenjo, the Chief Minister of the
province. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) parliamentary leader in the
Balochistan Assembly, Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind, has filed the
no-confidence motion against
Bizenjo after getting support
from some members of CM's own
political party, Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP). The no-confidence
motion against the Balochistan
CM carries signatures of at least
14 lawmakers of the provincial
assembly. 

Israeli govt
jolted as
another 

MP quits
TEL AVIV: Another member of
Israel's parliament said
Thursday she was quitting the
ruling coalition, leaving
embattled Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett in control of a
crumbling minority
government.
Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi's
announcement further whittles
away Bennett's hold on Israel's
120-seat parliament, reducing
the coalition to 59 seats. Two
other legislators from his own
party have already bolted.
Rinawie Zoabi's departure
further raises the possibility of
new parliamentary elections,
less than a year after the
government took office. 

BLAST INJURES 3 IN NORTHERN AFGHANISTAN
BALKH: At least three people sustained injuries following a blast in the Balkh province's Mazar-i-Sharif on Thursday.
The victims, who are "civilian employees" of the "national army", were taken to a military hospital, Xinhua news
agency reported on Thursday citing an official. The blast targeted a mini-bus of civilian employees of the corps in
the morning rush hour, the provincial police spokesperson Mohammad Asif Waziri. 


