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‘Let’s cool down’: No more emergency in Thailand
AGENCIES

Bangkok

Thailand's government on
Thursday cancelled a state
of  emergency it had de-
clared for Bangkok last
week after the embattled
prime minister suggested
the gesture to cool massive
student-led protests seeking
democracy reforms.

The revocation of  the
emergency decree was pub-
lished in the government
gazette, and took effect at
noon Thursday.

Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha went on national
television on Wednesday
night to appeal to pro-
democracy protesters to re-
duce political tensions and
promised to lift the emer-
gency measure.

As he was speaking, pro-
testers marched near Gov-
ernment House, his office, to
demand he step down. They
also asked for the release of

their colleagues who were
arrested in connection with
earlier protests.

They said that if  their de-
mands were not met, they
would return in three days.

The protesters are press-
ing for a more democratic
constitution and reforms to
the monarchy. The implicit
criticism of the royal insti-
tution has stirred controver-
sy because it traditionally
has been treated as sacro-
sanct and a pillar of  nation-
al identity.

Wednesday marked the
eighth straight day of
demonstrations by a move-
ment that was launched in
March. It went into a lull as
Thailand dealt with a coron-
avirus outbreak, and slowly
revived in July. In the past
week especially, protest have
spread to other provinces.

The demonstrations have
continued even though
many top protest leaders
have been detained and the

state of  emergency banned
public gatherings of  more
than four people.

Prayuth, in the taped
speech, pleaded with his
countrymen to resolve their
political differences
through Parliament.

"The only way to a lasting
solution for all sides that is
fair for those on the streets
as well as for the many mil-
lions who choose not to go

on the streets is to discuss
and resolve these differ-
ences through the parlia-
mentary process," he said,
according to an official Eng-
lish-language text of  his re-
marks.

The government on Tues-
day approved a request to re-
call Parliament to deal with
the political crisis in a spe-
cial session from Monday to
Wednesday.

"While I can listen to and
acknowledge the demands
of  protesters, I cannot run
the country based on pro-
tester or mob demands,"
Prayuth said.

He ended his remarks with
a plea: "Let us respect the
law and parliamentary
democracy, and let our
views be presented through
our representatives in Par-
liament."

Air raid on mosque kills 12 Afghani kids 
AGENCIES

Kabul

At least 12 children were
killed and several others
wounded in an air strike on
a mosque in Afghanistan's
northern Takhar Province,
officials said on Thursday.

The strike occurred on Oc-
tober 21 in the Baharak dis-
trict, where Taliban fighters
had killed over 40 Afghan se-
curity forces earlier that day,

provincial councilor Mo-
hammad Azam Afzali told
dpa.

The provincial governor
spokesman also confirmed
the report.

An aircraft bombarded the
mosque after receiving in-
formation that Taliban
fighters who were involved
in the hours-before bloody
attack on security forces
were hiding there, Afzali
added.

However, the militants had
already left the mosque,
Afzali and another security
source said.

Meanwhile, the conflict
across the country contin-
ues. For more than a week
now there has been heavy
fighting in southern
Afghanistan. More than 100
civilians have died and tens
of thousands of people have
been driven from their vil-
lages.
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MOSCOW: Saad Hariri, who had previously twice
assumed the position of the head of Lebanon's council of
ministers, was re-elected on Thursday as the country's
new Prime Minister in the wake of Mustapha Adib's
resignation in late September, the office of President

Michel Aoun said.
A total of 65 lawmakers have backed Hariri's candidacy
for the post of the prime minister, while another 53
abstained from voting and two were absent during the
talks, according to the president's office.

Saad Hariri is new Prime Minister of Lebanon

Iran, Russia meddling in US polls: FBI
AGENCIES
Washington

United States national se-
curity officials have said
Iran was responsible for
sending threatening
emails to Democratic vot-
ers ahead of  next month's
presidential election.

The emails appeared to
come from a far-right pro-
Trump group and were
meant to "incite unrest",
National Intelligence Di-
rector John Ratcliffe said.

Ratcliffe said US offi-
cials found Iran and Rus-
sia had obtained "some
voter registration infor-
mation", the BBC report-
ed.

Both Iran and Russia de-
nied the accusations of
election interference.

"Iran's strong rejection
of  American officials'
repetitive, baseless and
false claims was conveyed
to the Swiss ambassador
(who represents US inter-
ests in Tehran)," Iranian
foreign ministry
spokesman Saeed Khati-
bzadeh told state TV.

"As we have said before,
it makes no difference for
Iran who wins the US
election," he added.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told the
BBC: "We think this is un-
fortunate. These accusa-
tions come every day, they
are all completely ground-
less, they are based on
nothing."

"They are most likely
some sort of  internal po-
litical process connected
with the upcoming elec-
tions."

Ratcliffe's decision to
hold a briefing so close to
the presidential election
was seen as a testament to
the government's con-
cerns over voting interfer-
ence and disinformation
campaigns from foreign

actors.
The intelligence chief

said Iran's "spoof  emails"
claimed to be sent by the
far-right Proud Boys
group were in order to "in-
timidate voters, incite un-
rest and damage" Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

He added that the voter
data could be used in at-
tempts to "communicate
false information to regis-
tered voters that they
hope will sow confusion,
chaos and undermine
your confidence in Amer-
ican democracy".

Ratcliffe said officials
"have not seen the same
actions from Russia", but
are aware they have some
voter information.

In many states, voter
data is available upon re-

quest, though each state
has different require-
ments on who can request
voter information, what
data is available and how
this data might be used,
according to the National
Conference of  State Legis-
latures.

"If  you receive an intim-
idating or manipulative
email in your inbox, don't
be alarmed and do not
spread it," Ratcliffe said,
calling the actions to in-
fluence US voters "desper-
ate attempts by desperate
adversaries".

This announcement in-
evitably has shades of  the
2016 Russian interference
in the US election.

In that election thou-
sands of  fake bots were
created on social media
pretending to be Ameri-
can voters.

Democrat computer sys-
tems were also hacked.

From this announce-
ment, though, it's unclear
how Iran and Russia ob-
tained the information -
and exactly what info they
have.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
the BBC: “We think this is unfortunate.

These accusations come every day, 
they are all completely groundless, 

they are based on nothing”

Spain sets ominous
record of 1m cases 

AGENCIES / Madrid

Spain this week became the first
country in western Europe to
record more than 1 million
confirmed infections, as it
struggles to contain a resur-
gence of  the new coron-
avirus.

The country of  47 million is
among those hardest hit by
the COVID-19 pandemic, with
more than 34,000 deaths at-
tributed to the disease.

After being brought under con-
trol during a nationwide lock-
down in the spring, the virus
started spreading again a couple
of  months after restrictions were
lifted and people started to move
around and socialize again.

By September, hospitals in
Madrid were once again begin-
ning to fill up as Spain recorded
the highest numbers of  new in-

fections in the 27-country Euro-
pean Union. Confirmed cases
rose beyond the 1 million mark on
Wednesday, when nearly 17,000
new infections were added.

Experts say the real number is
probably much higher.

Banksy art fetches $10m
AGENCIES

London

Banksy's playful take on
a famous Impressionist
painting has sold at auc-
tion for 7.6 million
pounds ($9.8 million),
the second-highest
price ever paid for a
work by the British
street artist.

"Show Me the Monet"
sold to an unidentified
bidder at Sotheby's in
London on Wednesday
evening, surpassing its
upper pre-sale estimate
of  5 million pounds.

In the 2005 work,
Banksy added aban-
doned shopping carts
and an orange traffic
cone to Claude Monet's
image of  water lilies in
his garden at Giverny.

Alex Branczik, Sothe-
by's European head of
contemporary art, said
the work was one of the
"strongest and most
iconic" Banksy works to
appear at auction.

Banksy, whose real
name has never been of-
ficially confirmed, be-
gan his career spray-
painting buildings in
Bristol, England, and
has become one of  the
world's best-known
artists.

Another Banksy work,
"Devolved Parliament,"
sold last year at Sothe-
by's in London for 9.9
million pounds. Earlier
this month, his graffiti-
style piece "Forgive Us
Our Trespassing" sold
for $8.3 million at Sothe-
by's in Hong Kong. 






