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COPENHAGEN: A far-right Norwegian lawmaker said
Wednesday that he has nominated U.S. President
Donald Trump for the Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts
in the Middle East.
Christian Tybring-Gjedde, a member of the Norwegian

Parliament for the far-right Progress Party, said Trump
should be considered because of his work "for a peace
agreement between the United Arab Emirates and
Israel which opens up for possible peace in the Middle
East."

Prez Trump nominated for nobel peace prize

HOWDY, MODI! AND NAMASTE TRUMP
VIDEO WOOS INDIAN-ORIGIN VOTERS

LALIT K JHA / Washington

A Republican campaign video
that includes visuals from the two
historic rallies of President Don-
ald Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the last one
year -- "Howdy, Modi!" and "Na-
maste Trump" -- is making waves
in the US ahead of  the November
3 Presidential election, particu-
larly among Indian-Americans
whose votes may be the deciding
factor in some of  the battleground
states.

Titled "4 More Years", the 107-
second video starts with footage
of  Modi and Trump walking
hand-in-hand at the NRG Stadium
in Houston during the Indian
prime minister's visit to the US

last year, amidst 50,000 cheering
supporters.

In the background, Modi is
heard saying, "He needs no intro-
duction. His name comes up in al-
most every conversation. The
President of  the United States of
America, Mr Donald Trump." The
video then cuts to the two leaders,
along with US First Lady Melania
Trump, waving at a massive
crowd in Ahmedabad during the
Namaste Trump event in Febru-
ary this year.

The video ends with Trump
pledging American loyalty to In-
dia. "America loves India. Ameri-
ca respects India. America will al-
ways be faithful and loyal friends
to the Indian people," Trump is
heard in the video.

Indian-American psychiatrist
Dr Maya Puri said, "When I first
saw the "4 More Years" video, it
sent chills down my spine. I had a
visceral reaction to it. I literally
wanted to stand up and cheer. It
brought tears to my eyes." 

"It (the video) really speaks to
me emotionally as an Indian, as
an American, as a Trump sup-
porter, as a patriot, and just on a
human level. It just packs a punch
and hits you in the gut -- in the
best possible way of course! I
don't recall being so moved by a
one-and-a-half-minute video ever
before," said Dr Puri.

Republicans are excited about
the video's popularity, consider-
ing the effect it could have on
some of  the battleground states.

The swing states of  Michigan,
Pennsylvania, and Ohio are bas-
tions to neither the Republicans
nor the Democrats and a solidi-
fied base of Indian-American
votes could be a deciding factor in
the presidential election.

President Trump and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence will be chal-
lenged by Democratic Party pres-
idential candidate Joe Biden and
his Indian-American running
mate Kamala Harris in the No-
vember presidential election. Oth-
er than being present on all major
social networking sites and video-
sharing platforms, the video has
been shared by national chair of
Trump Victory Finance Commit-
tee 2020 Kimberly Guilfoyle and
Trump Jr.

Afghan VP escapes deadly bomb attack
10 CIVILIANS DEAD

RAHIM FAIEZ
Kabul

A bombing in the Afghan
capital on Wednesday tar-
geted the convoy of  the
country's first vice presi-
dent, killing 10 people and
wounding at least 31, includ-
ing several of  the vice presi-
dent's bodyguards, the Inte-
rior Ministry said.

No one immediately
claimed responsibility for
the attack and the Taliban
quickly denied they were be-
hind the bombing.

First Vice President Am-
rullah Saleh suffered minor
burns in the blast. The
bomb was hidden in a cart
by the roadside and detonat-
ed as his convoy passed by.

Saleh, who is also
Afghanistan's former intel-
ligence chief, said in his first
television appearance im-
mediately after the attack
that he was fine and had sus-
tained only slight burns. He
appeared in the TV footage
with bandages on one hand.

"Me and my younger son
who was also with me are

fine," Saleh said. "I have
slight burns on my face and
hand from the wave of  the
blast. I don't have exact de-
tails right now, but I apolo-
gize to those who suffered
casualties and those who
lost their property in the at-
tack." His spokesman,
Razwan Murad, called the
attack a "vicious terrorist at-
tempt" on Saleh's life. The
roads in the vicinity of  the
bombing were closed off.

The Interior Ministry says
the bomb went off  as Saleh's
convoy was passing through

a section of  Kabul with
shops that sell gas cylinders
for use in heating homes
and cooking. The blast ignit-
ed a fire that set ablaze a
number of  the shops.

The explosion left behind a
scene of  destruction - at
least 10 shops were smolder-
ing in the aftermath of  the
explosion that had also shat-
tered windows of  dozens of
nearby homes, some with
doors hanging off  their
hinges. Cars were wrecked
and debris was scattered
around.

Afghan security personnel work at an explosion site in Kabul, Afghanistan

First Vice President
Amrullah Saleh suffered
minor burns in the blast.
The bomb was hidden 

in a cart by the roadside 
and detonated as his 

convoy passed by

10 dead after
boat capsizes
in Bangladesh
DHAKA: At least 10 people, in-
cluding five children, drowned
and 12 others were missing on
Wednesday as a passenger boat
capsized after colliding with a
sand-laden trawler in a river in
northern Bangladesh.

There were around 40-45 pas-
sengers on the boat when it col-
lided with another vessel on the
Gumai river in Netrokona dis-
trict, the bdnews reported.

Disney under fire for filming
Mulan in China’s Xinjiang

AGENCIES
Seoul

Disney is under fire for filming
part of  its live-action reboot
"Mulan" in Xinjiang, the region
in China where the govern-
ment has been accused of  hu-
man rights abuses against
Uighurs and other predomi-
nantly Muslim minorities.

The final credits in the film,
which was released on Disney
Plus last week and is being
rolled out in several countries

this month, thank propaganda
departments in Xinjiang and
the public security bureau of
Turpan, a Uighur-majority city
in the region.

Human rights activists and
some China experts have taken
to social media to condemn
Disney for turning a blind eye
to alleged abuses in Xinjiang.
They accuse the American en-
terprise of  kowtowing to China
for access to its lucrative movie
market, the second-largest in
the world.

100 UK lawmakers condemn China
LONDON: More than 100 British lawmakers have
signed a letter to the Chinese ambassador
condemning what they described as "a systematic
and calculated programme of ethnic cleansing
against the Uighur people" in China's far western
Xinjiang region. "When the world is presented with
such overwhelming evidence of gross human rights
abuses, nobody can turn a blind eye," read the
cross-party letter, which was signed by 130
lawmakers Wednesday.
"We as Parliamentarians in the United Kingdom
write to express our absolute condemnation of this
oppression and call for it to end immediately." The
letter referred to reports of forced population control
and mass detention of Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang,
as well as video apparently showing a large number
of blindfolded and shaven men waiting to be
loaded onto trains.

No more large gatherings in UK
ADITI KHANNA

London

UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson is planning tougher
new restrictions on social
gatherings of  more than six
people in England starting
next Monday, following a sig-
nificant rise in the coron-
avirus cases.

A law change to be intro-
duced will ban larger groups
of  friends and family meet-
ing anywhere socially in-
doors or outdoors, to be en-
forced through a 100 pounds
fine if  people fail to comply
and doubling on each offence
up to a maximum of  3,200
pounds.

The rule will not apply to
schools, workplaces or
COVID-secure weddings, fu-
nerals and organised team
sports, Downing Street said
on Wednesday.

"We need to act now to stop
the virus spreading. So we are
simplifying and strengthen-
ing the rules on social contact
- making them easier to un-
derstand and for the police to
enforce," said Johnson.

"It is absolutely critical that
people now abide by these
rules and remember the ba-

sics - washing your hands,
covering your face, keeping
space from others, and getting
a test if  you have symptoms,"
he said.

Previously, guidance in Eng-
land allowed gatherings of  up
to six people from different
households outdoors - or two
households of  any size, in-
doors or outdoors. But until
now the police have had no
powers to stop them unless

gatherings exceeded 30 peo-
ple.

Under the new law, any
group of  seven or more people
gathering anywhere risks be-
ing dispersed by police or
fined for non-compliance.

The change applies to people
in England of  all ages, and to
gatherings indoors and out-
doors, in private homes, pub-
lic outdoor spaces, and venues
such as pubs and restaurants.

The devolved administra-
tions of Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland set their
own coronavirus restrictions
but largely follow similar pat-
terns as set out for England.

Downing Street said the UK
PM held a virtual roundtable
with police forces last week
during which he was told that
they wanted clearer rules and
enforcement on social con-
tact.

The stricter restrictions
come in from next week as
8,396 new coronavirus cases
were reported since Sunday,
with a rise of  2,460 on Tues-
day. Ministers and scientists
have expressed concern over
this spike in cases in the UK
and urged the public to not re-
lax social distancing and oth-
er safety measures.

Under the new law,
any group of seven 

or more people
gathering anywhere
risks being dispersed

by police or fined 
for non-compliance.
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LONDON: The UK and the European Union blamed each
other Tuesday in their increasingly acrimonious post-Brexit
trade discussions that could just be weeks from collapse.
While the UK urged the EU to show "more realism" in the
discussions, the 27-nation bloc noted that it was a "world

power." The latest round of discussions kicked off in London
on Tuesday amid an air of pessimism because of concerns
that the British government is set to violate international
law by reneging on commitments made before the
country's departure from the bloc on January 31.

Post-Brexit talks: EU and UK’s blame game begins WORLD
THE FREEPRESSJOURNAL
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CHINA DETAINS OZ JOURNO OVER NATIONAL SECURITY
NATASHA CHAKU / Melbourne

Australian news anchor Cheng Lei
was arrested in Beijing on national
security grounds last month, Chi-
na’s foreign ministry spokesman
has revealed, speaking just hours af-
ter two other Australian journalists
arrived home after fleeing the coun-
try, reports The Guardian.

On Tuesday afternoon, a
spokesman for the foreign min-
istry, Zhao Lijian, told a daily
press conference, Cheng was “sus-
pected of  carrying out illegal ac-
tivities endangering China’s na-
tional security”.

According to the Guardian report,
Cheng, a business journalist for the
state broadcaster CGTN, was taken
into secretive detention in mid-Au-
gust, the Australian government re-
vealed last week. Consular staff
were able to visit Cheng by vide-
olink but were not told why she had
been detained.

Meanwhile, two journalists from
Australia working in China have

been evacuated after they were
questioned by Chinese police and
were forced to seek refuge in Aus-
tralian diplomatic missions in the
communist nation amidst a diplo-
matic standoff between Canberra
and Beijing.

The develop-
ment came days
after Beijing
publicly con-
firmed the ar-
rest of  an Aus-
tralian journal-
ist, Cheng Lei,
who was work-
ing for China's
state-run China
Global Televi-
sion Network (CGTN), the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corporation
(ABC) News reported.

Bill Birtles, the ABC's correspon-
dent based in Beijing, and Mike
Smith, the Australian Financial Re-
view's (AFR) correspondent based
in Shanghai, boarded a flight to Syd-
ney on Monday night after they

were questioned separately by Chi-
na's Ministry of  State security, the
report said. They landed in Sydney
on Tuesday.

With the two journalists moving
out of China, Australia now has no

accredited re-
porter left in the
country for the
first time since
the mid-1970s.

Australian
Foreign Minis-
ter Marise
Payne in a state-
ment on Tues-
day said con-
sular officials
had provided

support to the journalists.
"The Australian Government has

provided consular support to two
Australian journalists in China to
assist their return to Australia.
Those Australians have now arrived
in Australia. Our Embassy in Bei-
jing and Consulate-General in
Shanghai engaged with Chinese

Government authorities to ensure
their wellbeing and return to Aus-
tralia," she said.

Seven uniformed officers simulta-
neously visited the homes of  Smith
in Shanghai and Birtles in Beijing
on Thursday morning. Both jour-
nalists were told they were persons
of  interest in an investigation into
Cheng who was detained last
month, the AFR reported.

According to ABC, the reporters
were told they were banned from
leaving the country and needed to
organise a time to be questioned
over a "national security case".

Birtles spent four days sheltering
in Australia's Embassy in Beijing,
while Smith took refuge in Shang-
hai consulate as diplomats negotiat-
ed with Chinese officials to allow
them to safely leave the country, the
report said. Smith and Birtles land-
ed safely in Sydney on Tuesday after
the "exit ban" was lifted when they
submitted to a request from China's
Ministry of  State Security to be in-
terviewed, the AFR reported.

Last two Australian correspondents pulled out of China

The diplomatic standoff
marks further deterioration 

in the Australia-China
relationship, already

buffeted by trade tensions,
espionage, Hong Kong and
the coronavirus pandemic.

Australian news anchor Cheng Lei.

Residents evacuate with their
pets during fire in Madera

County, California.

WILDFIRES BURN RECORD 2 MILLION ACRES

California is boiling
MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ AND

CHRISTOPHER WEBER 
Shaver Lake

New wildfires ravaged
bone-dry California during
a scorching Labour Day
weekend that saw a dramat-
ic airlift of  more than 200
people trapped by flames
and ended with the state's
largest utility turning off
power to 172,000 customers
to try to prevent its power
lines and other equipment
from sparking more fires.

California already has set
a record with 2 million
acres burned this year. The
previous record was set just
two years ago and included
the deadliest wildfire in

state history - the Camp
Fire that swept through the
community of  Paradise and
killed 85 people.

The utility said it has
learned from past prob-
lems, "and this year will be
making events smaller in
size, shorter in length and
smarter for customers."
Two of  the three largest
fires in state history are
burning in the San Francis-
co Bay Area. More than
14,000 firefighters are bat-
tling those fires and about
two dozen others around
California.

The fire danger also is
high in Southern Califor-
nia, where new fires were
burning in Los Angeles,

San Bernardino and San
Diego counties. The US For-
est Service on Monday de-
cided to close all eight na-
tional forests in the region
and to shutter camp-
grounds statewide.

"The wildfire situation
throughout California is
dangerous and must be tak-
en seriously." said Randy
Moore, regional forester for
the Forest Service's Pacific
Southwest Region that cov-
ers California. "Existing
fires are displaying extreme
fire behaviour, new fire
starts are likely, weather
conditions are worsening,
and we simply do not have
enough resources to fully
fight and contain every fire."

Don’t kill your granny with virus, warns UK Health Secy
ADITI KHANNA

London

Senior ministers in the UK have joined
leading scientists to express concern as
the number of  coronavirus cases re-
flected a rise in the country over the
past few days.

UK Housing Secretary Robert Jen-
rick said on Tuesday that the country
was entering a "period of  particular
concern" after the government's senior
scientific advisers gave stark warnings
over the rise in cases.

His remarks came after 2,948 new UK
cases were recorded on Monday.

"The virus is still very much with us,
it's still concerning," he told the BBC.

"If  we all play our own part then we
should be able to maintain our daily
lives in this sort of  new normal but
we've got to be very cautious because,
as you've seen, the number of  cases is
rising," he said.

His warning comes a day after UK
Health Secretary Matt Hancock called
on younger people to continue to be
cautious as they would be putting the

elderly at risk by transmitting the
deadly virus.

"Don't kill your gran by catching coro-
navirus and then passing it on. And
you can pass it on before you've had
any symptoms at all," said Hancock.

England's deputy chief  medical offi-
cer, Professor Jonathan Van Tam, said
the increase in the number of  cases
was of  "great concern".

"People have relaxed too much. Now
is the time for us to re-engage, and to re-
alise that this is a continuing threat to
us," he said.

• Fearing virus, parents in Spain rise against back 

to school

• Defying US, Xi praises China, WHO for battling 

coronavirus

• Poland's first double lung transplant COVID-19 

patient is now fit to go home 

• 13,000 foreign workers in Singapore barred from 

resuming work for missing COVID testing deadline

DASHBOARD

POTUS slams anti-vaccine
rhetoric by Biden & Harris

LALIT K JHA
Washington

US President Donald
Trump has slammed the
"rhetoric" against the coro-
navirus vaccine by Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden and run-
ning mate Senator Kamala
Harris, who he said would
"never" be the president.

Trump was apparently re-
sponding to a CNN inter-
view by Harris on Sunday,
in which the vice-presiden-
tial nominee said she
would not trust the presi-
dent unless there was a
credible source of  informa-
tion that talks about the
vaccine's efficacy and relia-
bility.

"She (Harris) is talking
about disparaging a vac-

cine so that people don't
think the achievement was
a great achievement,"
Trump said at a Labor Day
press conference at the
White House on Monday.

"I don't want the achieve-
ment for myself. I want
something (that's) going to
make people better, that
people aren't going to get
sick with," he said. "That
includes therapeutics,
where we're doing equally
as well." The president as-

serted that a coronavirus
vaccine would be available
in a record time, maybe by
the end of  the year and
even before the November 3
presidential election. This,
he said, had unnerved his
political opponents.

Biden and Harris "should
immediately apologise for
the reckless anti-vaccine
rhetoric that they are talk-
ing right now, talking
about endangering lives,"
Trump said.

I will say that I would not trust Donald
Trump and it would have to be a

credible source of information that
talks about the efficacy and the

reliability of whatever he's talking
about. I would not take his word

—Kamala Harris

Cancelled events, social distancing,
online Dragon Con convention...

JEFFREY COLLINS / Washington

The Lost Summer of  2020
drew to a close Monday with
many big Labor Day gather-
ings cancelled across the U.S.
and health authorities plead-
ing with people to keep their
distance from others so as
not to cause another coron-
avirus surge like the one that
followed Memorial Day.

Downtown Atlanta was
quiet as the 85,000 or so peo-
ple who come dressed as
their favourite superheroes
or sci-fi characters for the an-
nual Dragon Con convention
met online instead.

Huge football stadiums at
places like Ohio State and the
University of  Texas sat emp-
ty. Many Labor Day parades
marking the unofficial end of
summer were called off, and
masks were usually required
at the few that went on.

"Please, please do not make
the same mistakes we all

made on Memorial Day
weekend. Wear your masks,
watch your distance and
wash your hands," said Dr.
Raul Pino, state health direc-
tor in Orange County, Flori-
da, which includes the Orlan-
do area.

The U.S. had about 1.6 mil-
lion confirmed COVID-19
cases around Memorial Day,
before backyard parties and
other gatherings contributed
to a summertime surge.

It now has more than 6.2
million cases, according to
the count kept by Johns Hop-
kins University. Deaths from
the virus more than doubled
over the summer to nearly
190,000. In South Carolina,
which was a hot spot of  con-
tagion over the summer be-
fore cases started to decline
in early August, 8,000 fans, in-
cluding Gov. Henry McMas-
ter, were allowed to attend
the NASCAR race at the Dar-
lington Raceway on Sunday.

Muted Labor Day in US

Convicted murderer
swears in as SL MP

AGENCIES / Colombo

A Sri Lankan lawmaker from the ruling party, who was elected
to Parliament while serving a death sentence in a murder case,
was on Tuesday sworn in as an MP by the speaker. Sri Lanka
People's Party (SLPP) lawmaker Premalal Jayasekera was
convicted in a murder case on July 31, just days ahead of the
August 5 parliamentary elections which he contested from the
south western Ratnapura region. He was sworn in as a
member of parliament by speaker Mahinda Yapa
Abeywardena.
His oath taking followed the court of appeal issuing an interim
order directing the Commissioner-General of Prisons to make
arrangements for Jayasekara to attend Parliament.

Pak sentences
man to death 
for blasphemy

M ZULQERNAIN / Lahore

A Pakistani court here on
Tuesday sentenced a Chris-
tian man to death under the
controversial blasphemy law. 

The Lahore Session Court
sentenced to death Asif  Per-
vaiz Masih, who was arrested
in 2013 for allegedly blasphe-
my. The court also imposed a
fine of  Rs 50,000 on him and
also sentenced him three-
year imprisonment," a senior
court official told PTI.

Additional Sessions Judge
Mansoor Ahmed Qureshi
convicted Pervaiz after the
prosecution presented evi-
dence and witnesses against
the suspect.

Hundreds of  people includ-
ing Muslims and Christians
are languishing in jails in
Pakistan facing blasphemy
charges.

7 fatally shot at illegal US marijuana growing site
AGENCIES / Aguanga

Seven people were found fatally shot at an il-
legal marijuana growing operation in rural
Southern California, authorities said.

The crime scene was discovered before
dawn Monday after deputies responded to a
report of  an assault with a deadly weapon at
a home in the unincorporated community
of  Aguanga, north of  San Diego, the River-
side County Sheriff's Department said in a

statement late Monday.
Deputies found a woman suffering from

gunshot wounds who was then taken to a
hospital and died, the statement said.

They then found six more dead people at
the location that "was being used to manu-
facture and harvest an illicit marijuana op-
eration," the statement said.

More than 1,000 pounds (453.6 kilograms)
of  marijuana and several hundred marijua-
na plants were found.

PREMIER LTD.
CIN: L34103PN1944PLC020842

Registered Office :Gat/Guth No.169 at Village Savardari, Taluka
Khed, District Pune, Chakan Industrial Area, Pune – 410 501

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Regulation 29(1)(a) and 47 of the
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations,
2015 that a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company will be
held on Tuesday , the 15th September, 2020, to consider and approve,
inter alia, the Standalone and Consolidated Unaudited Financial
Resultsof the Company for the quarterended 30th June, 2020.
For further details pursuant to Regulation 47 of Listing Regulations,
2015 visit Company’s Website at www.premier.co.in and the website of
Stock Exchanges viz. BSE Ltd. : www.bseindia.com and on the NSE -
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s/d
Mumbai Maitreya Doshi
September8th, 2020 Chairman and Managing Director

Public Notice
Public is thereby informed that, Integrated Township
Project at S. No. 40/1 and others of VillageVardoli,
TalukaPanvel, Raigad of Wadhwa Construction and
Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd. has been accorded
Environment Clearanceon 24.06.2020 by State Level
Environment Impact Assessment Authority vide SEIAA
Meeting No. 195 Meeting Date: 14.03.2020 (SEIAA-
Statement -0000003488) SEIAA-Minutes-0000003183
SEIAA-EC-0000002284 and copies of clearance let-
ters are available with the State Polution Control Board
and may also be seen on website at http://ec.maha-
rashtra.gov.in.




