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New Delhi

Sports Authority of India
(SAI) has released Rs 4.30
crore for upgradation of the
rifle and shotgun facility at
the Karni Singh Shooting
Range, the National Rifle As-
sociation of India (NRAI)
President Raninder Singh said
here Tuesday. “SAI has re-
leased Rs 3.8 crore for upgra-
dation of 10m, 25m and 50m

range, and SWISCO will over-
see the work. An additional Rs
50 lakh has been released for
renovation work of the shot-
gun facility at the Karni Singh
Shooting Ranges,” Raninder
said while unveiling the 8th

Asian Airgun championship
logo. The championship,
scheduled to take place from
September 25 to October 1, will
be held at the Karni Singh
Shooting Range at Tughlak-
abad. The tournamentwill see
participation of 30 nations.
According to Raninder, it
could be the last possible non
quota competition before the
Asian Shooting championship
in November. Meanwhile,

Raninder is optimistic about
India sending a big shooting
contingent to next year’s Rio
Olympics. The country has so
far won five quota places
through Abhinav Bindra,
Gagan Narang, Jitu Rai,
Apurvi Chandela and Gur-
preet Singh.
“You can put me on record

wewill have a full cricket team
plus one reserve going to Rio,”
he said.

SAI releases Rs 4.30 cr for upgradation of Karni Singh Range

Moscow

Russian’s Football Union (RFU) today
dismissed Fabio Capello as national
team head coach, ending the Italian’s
three years in charge after a string of
disappointing results.
“The Russian Football Union and

the head coach of the national team,
Fabio Capello, have mutually agreed
to terminate his employment con-
tract,” the union said in a statement.
“The RFU sincerely thanks Capello for
his work as the country’s national
team head coach and wishes him suc-
cess in his future professional activi-
ty.” Capello—who is reported to be the
highest-paid coach in international
football — took over the Russian team
in 2012 and took them to the 2014World

Cup before being given a lucrative new
contract to stay in the job through to
the end of the 2018 World Cup, which
Russia will host. The former England
boss is expected to come to Moscow to-
morrow to formally end his contract
with the RFU. A source told Russian
news wire R-Sport that the 69-year-old
coach will receive around 930 million
roubles in compensation. “That’s the

way of the football world,” ITAR-TASS
news agency quoted Capello’s assis-
tant Oreste Cinquini as saying in com-
ments translated into Russian. “But
we don’t have any hard feelings to-
wards the RFU.”
Capello has come under increasing

pressure following a dismal run of re-
sults and the team’s lacklustre per-
formances in Russia’s Euro 2016 qual-
ifying campaign. Russia have just
two wins to their name from six
matches in qualifying Group G— a 4-0
home victory over Liechtenstein last
September before being awarded a 3-0
victory from the abandoned clash
against Montenegro in Podgorica in
March. They have been held at home
byminnowsMoldova and suffered two
defeats to group leaders Austria.

Russia sack Capello as national team coach

New Delhi

Convinced about Vijender
Singh’s ability to sparkle in
the gruelling arena of pro-
fessional boxing, his UK-
based trainer Lee Beard and
promoter Francis Warren
today said the Indian has
what it takes to make it big
there as his natural ability
goes beyond the amateur
level. Vijender, India’s first
Olympic and World Cham-
pionships medallist, turned
professional earlier this
month signing up with the
UK-based Queensberry Pro-
motions — a deal facilitated
by his Indiamanagers Infin-
ity optimal Solutions (IOS).
“It is not about signing an

Indian boxer, it is about
signing Vijender. I think he
is a terrific boxer, his talent
and natural ability goes be-
yond amateur boxing,”
Queensberry’s FrancisWar-
ren told reporters in a press
conference here Tusday.
“He has given 17 years to
amateur boxing where he
won many medals from
Olympics, to Asian Games
to CommonwealthGames. It
is his personality, he has got
a fire in his eyes. Now he is
turning pro and I think
every Indian should get be-
hind him,” he added.
Vijenderwould bemaking

his professional debut in
September even though his
opponent is yet to be decid-
ed. Warren said Queensber-

ry will be looking to spread
its India presence and
would also try to ensure live
coverage of Vijender’s
bouts by striking TV deals
here. “Commercially also it
makes sense because he has
been hugely successful.
There are many amateurs
in India and We will be try-
ing to get find out the hid-

den gems in India and give
back to Indian boxing,” he
said. “Vijender will be
training in Manchester
from September and in next
14 months he will be busy
with his fights, six of them,
and hopefully he will come
out with six wins and we
can have his first fight in In-
dia in July next year,” War-

ren added. “We are trying to
sort out TV deals so that the
whole of India can watch
him live.”

Vijender’s trainer Lee
Beard, whose wards include
British professional legend
RickyHatton, said he is con-
fident about Vijender mak-
ing a huge splash in the cir-
cuit.

Vijender has the spark and
desire for pro circuit: Trainer

Boxer Vijender Singh flanked by Boxing promoter Francis Warren (right) and Neerav
Tomar IOS boxing promotions during a press conference in New Delhi to announce
Vijender’s professional debut on Tuesday. PTI PHOTO Dehradun

The State government to-
day constituted a six-mem-
ber committee headed by
shooting ace Jaspal Rana
to identify popular tradi-
tional games of Uttarak-
hand for inclusion in the
38th edition of National
Games, to be hosted by the
hill state in 2018. The secre-
tary sports and youth wel-
fare, Shailesh Bagoli in-

formed that the panel will
submit its report to the
State government within
six months. Headed by
Rana, the committee will
comprise Dhirendra Singh
Chauhan (Director, Direc-
torate of Sports), Hansa
Sharma (weightlifting),
Surendra Singh Kanwasi
(Rowing), R S Rawat (hock-
ey), Gurphool Singh (ath-
letics) and Padam Bahadur
Mall (boxing).

Jaspal Rana to head
six-member committee

New Delhi

The Indian junior men’s hockey team will
clash against Germany in their opening
match of the Volvo International U-21 tour-
nament which will get underway on July 18
with six teams competing against each other
in a round-robin format. High on confidence
after their title win at the Sultan of Johor
Cup, the Indian team will be looking at con-
tinuing their good form in the upcoming
tournament. Speaking post a practice ses-
sion, defender Harmanpreet Singh said: “It’s
a very important tournament for us as post
this wewill be playing theMen’s Junior Asia
Cup 2015 in November this year and hence
we have to be sure that we are in line with

our strategies by that time. “The team is very
confident of a winning start and it will be
about getting the penalty corners and con-
vert them.”
Speaking on Dipsan Tirkey, he added: “He

is a huge morale boost in the defence chain
and I look at him to be the key member here
for the tournament.
“The way he tackles the opponents is

amazing and I’m trying to learn these tricks
from him.” The Volvo International U-21
Men Tournament will be held in Breda, The
Netherlands from July 18-25. The Men’s Jun-
ior Asia Cup will be played inMalaysia from
November 14 to 22, followed by the FIH Jun-
iorWorld Cup 2016 (Men) fromDecember 1 to
11 next year.

INDIAN JUNIOR HOCKEY TEAMTO
TAKE ON GERMANY IN OPENINGTIE

New Delhi

India’s basketball sensation Satnam Singh Bhamara
made it clear that hewon’t be available for national duty
atleast for the next two years as his primary focus is to
improve his game and make it to the first team of the
NBA side Dallas Mavericks.
India have qualified for the FIBA Asian Champi-

onships to be played in Hunan (China) from September
3 but Satnam clearly mentioned that his “focus is on
NBA for next two years”. “I won’t be playing (Asian

Championship) for
India for the next
two years. My fo-
cus is solely on
NBA. I have to im-
prove my game
and then get into
the first team.May
be after another
two years when I
establish myself, I
will again play for
India. The main
goal is to atleast
play 10 years in
NBA league,” the 7

feet 2 inches sensation told Indian journalists via con-
ference call fromDallas. Satnam sounded upbeat having
made his NBA Summer League debut for theMavericks.
“I did not feel any pressure nor was I nervous. The

only thing I was telling myself “Aa toh gayaa hoon,
pahla aadmi India se. Ak baar dekh le kaise hota hain (I
have come here as first Indian but it was time for reali-
ty check). My assessment is that in terms of power, I am
as good as the Americans. Where I am lacking is bal-
ance. The coaches are working on that aspect. I have a
weak knee. I am doing strengthening exercises,” said
Satnam.
Asked how more Indian cagers could come into NBA,

Satnam said, “The NBA academy in Mumbai has talent
scouts. If someone is good, he will certainly be called in
future. As far as current Indian players are concerned,
they need to work doubly hard on their fitness. They
need to first become slimmer. Look at someone like Le-
Bron James. He is so slim. If you have a slim body, it will
improve both power and pace. “Playing yesterday, I
could gauge the difference in my game. The pace is in a
different league. I have never ran up and down the court
at such pace.Whenever I was out of breath, the coach re-
placed me and then again put me back.

Focus is on NBA, can’t
play for India in next
2 years: Satnam

London

World Cup winner James Faulkner will miss Australia’s
limited oversmatches against England and Ireland after
Cricket Australia (CA) banned the all-rounder for drink-
driving. The 25-year-old faces a court hearing in Man-
chester next week after being charged with drink-driv-
ing by Greater Manchester Police while playing for Eng-
lish county side Lancashire. CA said Faulkner had been
punished for “conduct that is unbecoming of a repre-
sentative and that is or could be harmful to the interests
of cricket”.

Faulkner banned over drink-driving charge




