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New York

The world's first leadless pace-
maker, developed by an Indian-ori-
gin scientist Vivek Reddy, has
shown promising results after one
year of  human trials on 32 pa-
tients who received the
pacemaker. 

"This is the first time we have
seen one-year follow-up data for
this innovative, wireless cardiac
pacing technology. Our results

show the leadless pacemaker is
comparable to traditional pace-
makers," said Reddy, director of
arrhythmia services at the Mount
Sinai Hospital here. 

The findings further support the
promising performance and safe-
ty of  this minimally-invasive, non-
surgical pacing device. 

The follow-up study evaluated 32
patients with a slowed heartbeat
(bradycardia) who successfully re-
ceived St. Jude Medical's "Nanos-

tim" leadless pacemaker at two
hospitals in Prague and one in
Amsterdam. "There was no expe-
rience of  infections or failure to

sense, pace or communicate with
the pacemaker," Reddy noted. 

The leadless cardiac pacemaker
is placed directly inside a patient's
heart without surgery during a
catheter-guided procedure
through the groin via the femoral
vein. The device, resembling a
tiny, silver tube and smaller than a
triple-A battery, is only a few cen-
timetres in length, making it less
than 10 percent the size of  a
traditional pacemaker. 

It works by closely monitoring
the heart's electrical rhythms and
if  the heart beat is too slow it pro-
vides electrical stimulation
therapy to regulate it. 

"More long-term follow-up of
these 'leadless' study patients will
further our understanding of  the
potential advantages, benefits,
and complication risks of  leadless
pacemaker technology, along with
additional ongoing, larger trials,"
Reddy said. 

INDIAN-ORIGIN SCIENTIST MAKES LEADLESS PACEMAKER

United Nations

India has said the United Na-
tions should "set its house in
order" and implement the
much-delayed reform of  the
Security Council before it
seeks to embark upon an am-
bitious post-2015 develop-
ment agenda. 

It also said the relevance of
the world body is at stake if
the UN is not reformed to be
more effective and represen-
tative. India's Permanent
Representative to the UN
Asoke Mukerji yesterday
said an "over-riding view" of
a majority of  participants in
the previous five rounds of
talks is that the requirement
to reform the Council to
make it more effective and
representative cannot be de-

layed any longer. 
He was addressing an in-

formal plenary meeting of
the Intergovernmental Ne-
gotiations (IGN) on 'Ques-
tion of  equitable representa-
tion on and increase in the
membership of  the Security
Council and other matters
related to the Council'. 

"During these past months,
even as we have engaged in
making statements at each
other, the Security Council
has been paralyzed by its in-
herent flaws. The result of
this paralysis is visible. The
failure of  the Security Coun-
cil to respond to eruptions of
crises, and create sustain-
able frameworks of  political
stability, whether on the con-
tinent of  Africa, or in Asia
and in Europe, has been

starkly documented for the
wider public. 

"This failure has already
extracted a huge human and
material cost, which the UN
can ill afford at a time our or-
ganization is poised to artic-
ulate the blueprint for the
post-2015 Development
Agenda for the World. At
stake is the relevance of  the
United Nations to embark
upon such an ambitious ex-
ercise when it has not been
able to set its house in order,"
Mukerji said. 

The sixth meeting of  the
IGN saw participation of  64
speakers, of  which more
than 40 spoke in favour of  In-
dia's position for early UNSC
reforms. There was broad
convergence on expanding
the Council in both perma-

nent and non-permanent
categories of  membership
and for delivering concrete
outcomes by 2015, a position
supported by countries such
as Japan, Brazil, South
Africa, Nigeria, Germany,
UK, France, Nicaragua,
Palau, Benin, Malawi, St.
Vincent and Grenadines and
nearly 30 more
countries.Mukerji said the
mandate for "early reforms"
of  the UN Security Council
was given by global leaders
at the 60th anniversary
Summit of  the United
Nations in 2005 and UN
member states must build
on the convergences to carry
the negotiations forward
and concretise outcomes for
adoption by the 70th An-
niversary Summit of  the UN

India to UN: Set own house in
order, implement UNSC reforms

Canada orders
mother, uncle
extradited to India
Vancouver

The mother and uncle of  a
young Canadian woman who
was the victim of  an alleged
"honour killing" have been
ordered extradited to India.
Malkit Kaur Sidhu and Surjit
Singh Badesha stand accused
of  killing Jaswinder Sidhu
who was stabbed to death in
Punjab in June 2000.  The
prosecution alleges the pair
orchestrated the murder be-
cause Sidhu married a poor
rickshaw driver in India,
rather than the wealthy older
man they preferred, suppos-
edly dishonouring the fami-
ly's reputation.  Sidhu, 25, se-
cretly married against the
wishes of  her family and fled
Canada for India to reunite
with her husband.  BC
Supreme Court Justice Gre-
gory Fitch announced the ex-
tradition order yesterday. 

Manila

Philippine President Benig-
no Aquino III said on Satur-
day that he would raise his
country’s territorial dispute
with China at a meeting of
Southeast Asian leaders
and call for support to re-
solve the conflict through
international arbitration.

In a statement issued be-
fore departing for the 24th
Association of  Southeast
Asian Nations summit in

Myanmar, Aquino said dia-
logue between two coun-
tries is not enough to settle
issues that also affect others
in the region.

Philippines presented evi-
dence in March to an inter-
national tribunal against
China’s sweeping territorial
claims in the South China
Sea, ignoring Beijing’s
warning that the case would
damage bilateral ties.

Manila brought its territo-
rial dispute with China to

international arbitration in
January 2013 after Chinese
government ships took con-
trol of  a shoal claimed by
the Philippines. “Let us up-
hold and follow the rule of
law in resolving territorial

disputes in order to give due
recognition and respect to
the rights of  all nations,”
Aquino said in his state-
ment. “We cannot rely just
on dialogues between only
two nations to settle issues
that affect others in the re-
gion.”

In addition to the Philip-
pines and Myanmar,
ASEAN also includes
Brunei, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Laos, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Viet-

nam. In the latest spat be-
tween the Philippines and
China, Filipino maritime
police arrested 11 Chinese
fishermen who allegedly il-
legally collected more than
300 endangered marine tur-
tles in a disputed shoal close
to the western province of
Palawan.Manila has ig-
nored Beijing’s demands to
release the fishermen and
their boat apprehended ear-
ly last week by the police at
the Half  Moon Shoal.

ASEAN must tackle China sea claims: Aquino

Lahore

A Pakistani court has is-
sued notices to Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif, former
President Asif  Ali Zardari
and 62 other politicians on a
petition seeking direction
for them to bring back their
assets from abroad. 

Lawyer Javed Iqbal Jafri
had filed the petition
against 64 politicians, alleg-
ing they had transferred at
least $3,00,000 million to for-
eign countries through
money laundering, causing
a huge loss to the national
exchequer. The Lahore
high court, on Friday, is-
sued notices to the federal
government and the 64
politicians, including Pun-

jab's chief  minister Shah-
baz Sharif  and Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf  chief  Imran
Khan for May 29. 

The petitioner said these
politicians had not yet sub-
mitted to the court, their af-
fidavits regarding alleged
money laundering despite
court orders. He said Pak-
istan would not have re-
quired foreign loans if  as-
sets of  the politicians were
brought back to return the
international loan of  the
country. He asked the court
to issue directions to the
politicians to bring back
their assets. Justice Khalid
Mahmood Khan adjourned
the hearing till May 29 and
sought replies from the
respondents. 

Pak court issues notice to Sharif,
Zardari over foreign assets

Washington

An American team which
arrived in Nigeria to assist
the Abuja government in
finding more than 200
schoolgirls abducted by
Boko Haram militant
group faces a "challenging"
task, US officials have said
here. 

"It's challenging. Time is
of  the essence. It's been, I
think, 25 days now since
these girls were taken.
We're going to do every-
thing possible. Given the
circumstances, it's tough,
and I don't want to make
any predictions about the
outcome," State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Jen
Psaki said. 

A team of  eight US offi-
cials arrived in Abuja, the
Nigerian Capital. This in-
cludes seven from the US
Africa Command and one
from the State Depart-
ment. Another inter-
agency team of  seven offi-
cials – three each from the
FBI and the State Depart-
ment and one from the US-
AID – are scheduled to land
on Saturday.

"These individuals will
be complementing our
team on the ground.

They'll be working with au-
thorities and local popula-
tions. They'll be providing
technical and investigato-
ry assistance, helping with
hostage negotiations, ad-
vising on military plan-
ning and operations, and
assisting with intelligence
and information," Psaki
said, adding priority is to
get the girls back to their
families. At the Pentagon,
Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel received two briefin-
gs on the status of  the US
efforts to support Nigeria
in locating the missing
girls. 

The first was a face-to-
face briefing from Africa
Command commander; the
second was from Africa ex-
perts on his staff, Pentagon
Press Secretary Rear Ad-
miral John Kirby said.
"Both briefings covered the
details surrounding the ad-
ditional team members the
military is sending to Nige-
ria as part of  the inter-dis-
ciplinary coordination
cell, as well as a sense of
what we know about the
kidnapping and Boko
Haram's activities in the
region. The Secretary will
closely monitor develop-
ments," Kirby said. 

Search for Nigerian schoolgirls
'challenging', says US

Donetsk

Tensions were running at
fever pitch in eastern
Ukraine today on the eve of
an independence referen-
dum, as rebels briefly held
several Red Cross staff  on
suspicion of  espionage. 

While preparations were
in full swing for the disput-
ed vote in the two eastern
regions of  Donetsk and Lu-
gansk, the port city of  Mar-
iupol to the south observed
a day of  mourning for at
least 21 killed in violent
clashes yesterday. 

The West believes the ref-
erendum could lead to the
two regions asking to join
Russia and has stressed that
holding the vote will deepen
what is already the worst
crisis in relations with
Moscow since the end of  the
Cold War. 

The International Com-
mittee of  the Red Cross in
Geneva said nine of  its staff
-- four from Donetsk, four
from Kiev and one from
Switzerland -- were held "for
a few hours" before being re-
leased apparently un-
harmed. "What we know is

that no one was injured,"
David Pierre Marquet, ICRC
spokesman for Europe and
Central Asia, told AFP. 

"They were there to evalu-
ate the needs of  the popula-
tion in Donetsk. That is
probably why they were
freed so quickly, their man-
date was very clear," he
added.  Earlier today, Kiril
Rudenko, deputy
spokesman for the self-pro-
claimed "People's Republic
of  Donetsk", said the Red

Cross workers had been de-
tained because the rebels
thought they were spies. 

"They were arrested yes-
terday. We suspect they
were engaged in espionage
and we are currently check-
ing these accusations," said
Rudenko. The brief  deten-
tion underscored jitters in
the two regions of  east
Ukraine ahead of  the dis-
puted referendum likely to
result in a new spike of
geopolitical tension. 

Tensions soar in east Ukraine
ahead of referendum 

People gather around a Ukrainian government forces armoured
personal carrier seized by pro-Russia insurgents during fighting
in Mariupol, eastern Ukraine on Friday. AP/PTI

Bangkok

Thailand's pro-government
"Red Shirts" on Saturday
warned of  "escalating" their
fight if  there was a coup or
an unelected premier in-
stalled as they gathered here
to take on rival protesters
who have launched a "final
battle" following the removal
of  Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra. 

Thousands of  police offi-
cers were on stand-by for the
"Red Shirt" rally on the west-
ern outskirts of  Bangkok as
a large turnout is expected
later this evening. 

"We will not use violence
but we will use the power of

the masses to fight for
democracy," a Red Shirt
leader said. The anti-gov-
ernment People's Democrat-
ic Reform Committee
(PDRC) launched its "all-out
final battle" after Yingluck,
Thailand's only woman pre-
mier, was ordered to step
down as premier by the Con-
stitutional Court over abuse
of  power. 

The protesters, who have
been campaigning for six
months for the ouster of  the
government, are seeking to
install an unelected premier.
They want the entire Cabi-
net to be removed and an un-
elected "people's council" to
be set up. Jatuporn

Prompan, who heads the Red
Shirts, said: "As long as the
country's democracy is not
safe, we will be here." He
warned that if  there was a
coup or an unelected prime
minister installed, the Red
Shirts will "escalate our
fight immediately". 

Hours after Yingluck and
her nine ministers were re-
moved from office, the Cabi-
net named deputy premier
Niwattumrong Boonsong-
paisan as acting prime min-
ister. But protest leader
Suthep Thaugsuban told fol-
lowers the Senate should se-
lect a new premier since the
lower house had been dis-
solved since December. 

Thai 'Red Shirts' warn to
escalate fight to defend govt
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POLL BRIEFS

I will stop Modi, says Lalu  
PATNA: RJD chief Lalu Prasad on Saturday said he will stop
BJP's prime ministerial candidate Narendra Modi, in the
same manner he had stopped his "guru" LK Advani's 'rath
yatra' in 1990.  "I will stop the Modi juggernaut," Lalu Prasad
said at election rallies in three places - East and West
Champaran and Valmikinagar parliamentary constituencies -
on the last day of campaigning for the Lok Sabha polls. The
former Bihar chief minister said he was confident of
stopping Modi, the "chela" (disciple) of Advani.  "Chela ko
bhi rokenge jaise guru ko roka tha (I will stop the disciple
like I had stopped his guru). It is a fact of history," he said,
referring to Advani's rath yatra in 1990 in Bihar.  "With
overwhelming people support, I will stop Modi," the
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief said to loud applause.

Bismillah's kin at Rahul's roadshow
VARANASI: The family members of renownedmusician
Bismillah Khan on Saturday played shehnai during Rahul
Gandhi's massive road show here but they clarified that
thereperformance was not an endorsement of Congress
and should not be seen through prism of politics. "We
would have performed for Narendra Modi and even Arvind
Kejriwal. We do not have any political affiliations. No one
should mix politics with music," said Afaque Haider,
grandson of the late shehnai maestro.

Muzaffarnagar: Ban on victory processions 
MUZAFFARNAGAR (UP): Ahead of counting of votes for Lok
Sabha polls on Friday, victory processions have been
banned by authorities in the district as a precautionary
measure. "Such processions after poll results have been
banned as a precautionary measure to maintain law and
order," District Magistrate Koshal Raj Sharma said. Security
has been tight and prohibitory orders clamped in the
district which was hit by communal riots in September last
year that left more that 60 people dead and witnessed a
high voltage campaign. Strict action would be taken against
those found violating prohibitory orders, the DM said.
Counting of votes will take place on May 16. 

Repolling underway in Nagaland
KOHIMA: Repolling in two polling stations and polling in
one booth was being held on Saturday in Longleng and
Zunheboto districts of Nagaland on Saturday. Polling was
being conducted at Ladaigarh Polling Station No 1(one) in
Longleng district as people could not cast their votes due to
"forcible occupation" of the polling station at Ladaigarh
Government LP School allegedly by Assam police on April 9.
Polling was arranged at Piching Nullah area in the village for
the day, Returning Officer Temjen Toy said. Senior civil and
police officials are camping in the area to oversee the
conduct of the poll.

Varanasi 

As poll campaign drew to a
close in this keenly-watched
constituency, BJP
President Rajnath
Singh on Saturday
took a dig at Aaam
Aadmi Party
(AAP), saying
there was no big-
ger ‘aam aadmi’
(common man)
than Narendra Modi who
used to sell tea made by his
father, reports PTI.

Addressing BJP’s last press
conference for the polls set
to take place on May 12,
Singh hit out at all other par-

ties, namely Con-
gress, SP and BSP,
but did not even
name AAP whose
national convenor
Arvind Kejriwal is
also fighting
against Modi here.
When pointed out

that why he does not consid-
er AAP worth mentioning,
Singh asked, “Which par-

ty?” and feigned ignorance
about any such party.

He said further, “We all are
aam aadmi. I am also an aam
aadmi and there can not be a
bigger aam aadmi than
Narendra Modi whose fa-
ther used to make tea and he
used to sell the tea on rail-
way platforms.” The BJP
President, who was born
here, exuded confidence that
Modi will win with a huge
margin from Varanasi and
all other candidates will lose
their deposits.

● ANJALI OJHA 
Varanasi

Even as he faces the BJP’s wrath
for putting curbs on its leader
Narendra Modi’s election cam-
paign, Pranjal Yadav, the young
IIT-educated district magistrate
of  Varanasi, remains a local
hero.  

A mechanical engineer from
IIT-Roorkee, the 34-year-old offi-
cial is a 2006 batch IAS officer. He
had been the district magistrate
of  Azamgarh, the constituency
of  Mulayam Singh Yadav, be-
forQe coming to Varanasi.  

On the streets of  Varanasi,
public support for Yadav is
strong even as the Bharatiya

Janata Party has accused him of
attempting to derail Modi’s Lok
Sabha campaign in Varanasi
where he is the BJP candidate.
People IANS spoke to here were
mostly supportive of  the district
magistrate for more reasons
than one. Surprisingly even
some BJP activists had nice
things to say about Yadav.  

The BJP went on a warpath af-
ter the Election Commission,
acting on Yadav’s advice, disal-
lowed one election rally by Modi
in the city citing security rea-
sons. A miffed Modi did address
another rally on Thursday but
axed two of  his other events, in-
cluding a Ganga aarti.  

The locals are all praise for the

district magistrate. One resident
described him as “a man of  ac-
tion”.  “He handled encroach-
ment with an iron fist. He did not
even spare politicians and other
biggies,” Sunil Chaurasiya, who
owns a cyber cafe in the
Godowlia area, told IANS.  He
credited Varanasi’s better quali-
ty roads to Yadav.  “The roads are
like never before. 

Earlier, there were areas where
people didn’t want to go because
of  poor roads. Yadav brought
about the change,” Chaurasiya
said. 

Naushad, an auto driver,
echoed the sentiment.  “Life is
easier for people like us because
of  the better roads. It saves us

fuel. Yadav has done a lot for Ba-
naras,” he said.  

At Yadav’s official residence, a
bungalow with a sprawling lawn
lined with trees in the canton-
ment area, an aide described the
top official as a “nice person”.
“He is a good man. His mission
is to do good for people,” the aide
told IANS.  

Yadav lives with his family, in-
cluding his wife and a young
daughter.  

The district magistrate could
not be reached for comments.
His aide said he was avoiding the
media.  “Too much attention is
being paid to his personal life.
He does not like that,” the aide
said.  

New Delhi

Attacking West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
BJP leader Arun Jaitley on
Saturday said that she was
targeting Naren-
dra Modi as she
fears a radical
shift of  15 per-
cent vote share
away from her
Trinamool Con-
gress to his party,
reports IANS.
In an article on
the party’s website, Jaitley
claimed the Lok Sabha elec-
tion results in West Bengal
may produce a surprise and
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s
vote share would rise next
only to that in Uttar
Pradesh.  The leader of  op-
position in the Rajya Sabha
said that Banerjee is an in-
telligent politician but gov-
ernance is never her forte

and her “poribortan
(change)” is “anarchy, booth
capturing and encourage-
ment to illegal infiltration”.
He said that she was using
“choicest adjectives”

against Modi, the
BJP’s prime minis-
terial candidate, as
she apprehends that
voters, which had
shifted to her dur-
ing the last assem-
bly polls, were now
rooting for Modi.
Jaitley said that

conventional wisdom would
suggest that traditional rival
of  Trinamool in West Ben-
gal were the Left parties
with the Congress occupy-
ing the third spot and the
BJP being an also-ran.
“Why then is the BJP the
principal target of  Didi’s at-
tack? Every day she crosses
the laxman rekha and uses
the choicest adjectives

● NIKHIL AGARWAL 
Kolkata

After Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 'Dilli Chalo' seems to be
the rallying cry for yet another member of  his family, Sug-
ata Bose, who is aiming to enter Parliament from Jadavpur
seat which has in the past seen pitched poll battles between
West Bengal Chief  Minister Mamata Banerjee and her
Left rivals, reports PTI.
57-year-old Bose, a Harvard University professor, is the Tri-
namool Congress candidate for Jadavpur Lok Sabha seat.
He is the grand nephew of  Netaji, the founder of  the Indi-
an National Army (INA). 

In his maiden poll contest, Sugata Bose is pitted against
painter Samir Aich of  Congress and seasoned CPI(M)
leader Sujan Chakraborty. 

Jadavpur votes in the last phase of  the 16th general elec-
tions on May 12. The constituency has 15.7 lakh voters.
Sugata Bose's mother, three-time MP Krishna Bose, had
fought on a TMC ticket from this seat in 2004, but had lost
to CPI(M)'s Chakraborty. This time, as he campaigns for
votes here, Sugata Bose is counting on his mother's links
with the constituency to fight the 'outsider' tag. 

CPI(M)'s Chakraborty claims that the Harvard professor
does not even stay long enough in India to understand the
ground realities. But besides his political opponents, an-
other concern for Bose is campaigning by a large number
of  his own family members for the Left candidate. These
family members are unhappy with Sugata Bose as he re-
fused to support the demand for declassification of  the
files which can reveal the mystery surrounding the disap-
pearance of  Netaji in 1945. 

"He (Sugata Bose) has told us that declassification is a
non-issue. He has betrayed us and (Netaji) Bose's legacy
and so we are asking people not to vote for him," says Chan-
dra Bose, another grand-nephew of  the freedom fighter.
Some members of  Netaji's family have also complained
against Sugata Bose to Election Commission for "misus-
ing" the name of  the freedom fighter for political gains. In
a letter to the poll watchdog, they said that Sugata Bose has
been conducting his campaign accompanied by a child
wearing spectacles and uniform like Subhas Chandra
Bose. Netaji had famously given his cry of  'Dilli Chalo (On
to Delhi)' to motivate the soldiers of  INA as they fought
against the Britishers.CPI(M)'s Chakraborty is seen as a
strong candidate for the seat and would be confident of  his
chances this time against Sugata Bose, whose mother he
had defeated here in 2004 by a margin of  more than 89,000
votes. But Chakraborty lost the seat in 2009 when Nation-
al Award- winning musician Kabir Suman won by a mar-
gin of  56,000 votes on a TMC ticket from here. 

Varanasi DM, under BJP 
attack, is big local hero  
The locals are all praise for Pranjal Yadav and describe him as ‘a man of action’

Bettiah

Prakash Jha, famous for his socio-political
films like “Gangaajal”, “Rajneeti” and
“Satyagraha”, is hoping to be third time
lucky by unseating sitting MP Sanjay Jaisw-
al of  BJP in the Paschim Champaran Lok
Sabha seat in Bihar.
Contesting on a JD(U) ticket, the 61-year-old
movie director is among the 12 contestants
in the constituency. According to political
observers, apart from Jaiswal, RJD’s Raghu-
nath Jha, who was MP from here in 2004, is
also seen as a strong contender for this seat
where over 12.2 lakh electors would go to
vote on May 12. Jha, a native of  Bettiah, ad-
ministrative headquarters of  West Cham-
paran district, is hoping to cash in on the
goodwill created by the development works
undertaken by Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar
in the area in the past eight years. Jha had
unsuccessfully contested as an Independent
in 2004 and on an LJP ticket in 2009 from
Paschim Champaran. Political observers
say that the JD(U) contestant will have a
tough time against BJP’s Jaiswal as the so-
called ‘Modi wave’ has found resonance. 

Mamata fears vote
shift to BJP: Jaitley  

No bigger ‘aam aadmi’ than Modi: Rajnath

Director Prakash Jha
hopes to be 3rd time 
lucky in W Champaran

‘Dilli Chalo’ goal for another
Bose in maiden poll foray 


