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Former Israel
PM Arnel

Sharon dead

Jerusaiem

Former [sraeil Prine Minis-
ter Arlel sharen died on Sat-
urday at a hospital near ‘el
Aviv after being In & coma-
tose state for e past eiplit
yizAls followling a stioke He
Was o,

Isroels 11 premier
Passeid awoe ot tlee Shebs
Modosl o Center st el
ELass amen clpnt voars aiter a
Wit o lel) flm eomiiiose, the
Jorwsadea Post veporied.
Shairs familly pathorod at
thehrspital tobe with lmim in
his f nal moments. His sons
Cing o and owt Gilad  had
bear: by his side since his
condition deteriorated on
Jantary 1.

A state fuswial will be or-
gantsed forr Sharon v the
I'Tune Minister's office. Cur-
ent and former wurld leatl-
oIS nle expected to cothe to
Israe| for the luneral.  HIis
body will lie in state gt the
Kriesset before e 1s burled
at s Negev ranchi beside s
wile Ly, who died 1n 2060,
shialon s vita organs faded,
mncivgiing ils Kldnevs and
his | .1ngs, the 'ost reporicl
[lis  Dbingd pressure  and
hoal theat, which retur ned to
nornad on Monday, deterio-
el on Thursday, Hospitad
nffir.ais sald others in his

coudition woulld oot Do
Jasted as long as e ald

Sharon was revercd by
many In his country as "My
Securin™ for his contribu-
tions In ali the major wm's
since [sraei’s independence.
He was reviled In equal
measwre in the Arab world
as the “buitcher of Sabraand
Shatila™

While serving as defence
nilnister in 1982, Lo master-
mided Israel’s invasion of
lebanon. Luring the inva-
sion. Lebanese Christian
muitimen allled to Israel
Imassacred  hundreds of
Palestinians In two Belrut
refugee camps - Sabra and
Shatda -~ under Isracl) corl-
trol.  Jic was novertholoss
clecied prime minister 19
yvears later, piedging o
achigve “secwrity and true
peace”, and served until his
sACoNd Sircke.

Karachi suicide bomber
was Imams son

Karachy

A sulcide bomber who
Killed Chaudiiry Aslam,
che of Paklstan's most das-
ing counier-ierror officials,
has been ldentified as the
sor1 of an loan., a media re-
port sald on Saturday
According to initial nves-
tigations and evidence, po-
llce in Raraciil Delieve that
young Nacempullah, who
was 1dentifled through iin-
geryrlnts, carried out the
Acadly attack on Thursday,
SP Nlaz Khosa saild.
Nacemullah was a sentt-
nary student and son of

Rafiuliah, the

imam of

Mas)id Jamia Sidiga and
afnmimistrator of a madras
a1 in Karachi's restive
Crangl Town, The Express
Tribune reported.

Rrafiuliah and around half

a dozen family members
andl conrades have been
detalned by the CID. Some
body parts tound at the site,
aliepedly of the Lomber
wele sent to the National
Lratabase and Heglistration
Authority for ientiiica-
1ion.

Ve are) 938 por et s
that a sulcide homber hit
the explosives-laden Suzue
ki cargo van with Asiam's
(car),” Crine Investigation

Dopartment (CIDN chief Za-
lar Hukhar) said.

However, poiice officiais
Insist tilat the investigation
15 ondy In its initlal stages
and things cowdd change.

According to police offd-
cials, Rafiuliah and
MNaeemullal are reportedly
members of Zlkria Mebhsud
group, the Tehrlk-e- Tal-
lin Paklstan's Karacis
chapter, Police raitext the
sispect’s house and de-
tained family members in
thie past.

The Pakwstani Tallban
used around 200 kg of ex-
piosives for the suicide at-
tack on Aslam, known for

s crickdown on the out-
lawed milant group.

The biast kiiled Aslam,
who Had featlessly hunted
members of the banned
groun In Karachi desplte at
least three attacks on hilm.
A silcide attack on Aslam’s
liwine In Karachi in 20il
had Killed eight persons
theugh he escapad unhinet,
Shortly after Tinarsday's
sujcide bombling, Taliban
spoHesman Sajlad
Mohmand told reporters
thiat his group carried out
the "suecessful™ attack to
avenge the Kitling of sever-
A Taliban Nghters by po-

l1lce,

Ukraine ex-minister beaten up in clashes

Liutsenko's wife Irina sald her hus-

Ukraine's ex-interior nminister
currerit opposition ieader Yurly Lui-
SERR0 was under fntensive care i Los-
vital Saturday after belng beaten in
iresh clashes that erupied Detween pro-
Ell demonstrators and club-wielding

palice.

pozens of nationalist demoenstralors
protested jate Friday outside a Kiey
court that had ecarlier 1t the day sen-
tenced three men to sIX vears in prisnn
for alieged]y ploiting to blow Lip a statue
of Soviet founder Lenin near the city's

main awpart in $l11.

Ukralnian relevision shiowed several
protesters being carried by shetcher to
an ambulance that had been rushed to

and

the seene,

Russian state television sald the antk
riot troops moved 1n alter belng peited
with rochks by protesters who were try-
g to bliock police vans as thc thiroo cgn-
victs wore betng led out of the court In
order to be placed in jall

Ukiawman opposition news sites pub-
Hshed photographs and video images of
[.utsenko with his head bandaged and a
iaze patch over his right eve

band had suffered a concussion and
Iead njiaies alter being attacked by
club-wielding pollce while e was try-

ing tu break up the unfolding violernce

"He llas Deen placed It Intensive care
They are going to keep him under ob-
sepvation,” she told Ukralne's oppost
tion HromadsKe telovision channel

UKkrainian nationalists have been a
driving force behind anty-gpovernment
protests that erupted in November after
President Vikior Yanukovyeh ditched a
htsioric BT (rade agreernent o Ivour
of clnser ties with old master Russia.,

Massive fire destroys ancient
Tibetan town in Chinese resort

A Tibetzn towrnt N
soutnhwest China’s Shangri-
la resort, famnus for s an-
cienT  wooden structures
and culturad relics. was to-
day Jestioved 10 a ITAssive
e that gutted over 240
houses and  {oreced the
avacuation of 2,600 people.

‘Tl fire droke out in the
ear]y hours dt Dukezong -
mezaing v town of the
moea” i Tibetan - built
A L300 VRUTY GBO 1 the Souin
SHEK doad,

More than 2,600 rosidonts
wore evacuated aftor over
240 houses burned down,
state-tun XInhul news
agency reported. The hlaze
lasted aboiit ten hoirs.

Over 1,000 people were mo-
Lilised to put out thwe fire bt
their task became difficult
as most of the houses were
made of wod, a local
government SPGRESAN
$3ld.

No casualties wepre report-
el and the cause of the fire
15 Deing Investigated., Au-
thorities ruled oWt the

possibilliy of arson.

Apart from the haouses,
shops and infrastiuchue f-
ciiities, some  cultural
reitcs.  precious  Tibetan
thangka and other art
pleces  were putted. the
report sald.

Weather forecast depart-
ments said snow s expected
between this evening and to-
merrow, and warned the
evaciated people to siav
warm. Dukezong 15 one of
the most renowned resorts
in Shangri-la, Know for 1ts
woli-preserved anclent T)-

7 injured as
gunmen fire on
Thai anti-govt
protest

Bangkok

SEeven persohs were in-
ured when guiunen Nred
at anit-government piro-
testers in the Thal capital
today, helghtening fears
of more viglence ahead
of @ rally atmexd at Inten.-
gifving a move to oust
Prime Minister Yingluck
shinawatra.

The protwesters were in-
ared in rwo shootouts oc-
curred at m rally site and
nearby place at an inter-
gsection near the Khseo
San Road, The seven
were security gunrds for
the antl-government
movement People’s Dem-
ocratic Reform Commit-
toe led by the opposition,
police said.

A photo journaiist nar.
rowly escaped as 4 buliet
grazect his leg. Thalland
15 in the grip of a polit)-
cai crisis with epposition
Democrat Party backed
protesters demanding
Prime minister Yingiuck
to step down.

The opposition Democ-
rat Party tias been can-
palgning o overthrow
Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawetry since last No-
vergber and want to block
February 2 snap election,

Dawood is not here: Pakistan

klamabad

Paklstan on Saturday sdaid
fugitive underworid don Da-
wood Ibraliim Is not present
N1 e coitntey, & day alter 1
did asseited that its most
wianted terrorist was livig
in the ncighbduring cowsiry,
“We have repealedly In-
formed Indian authorltles
that Dawood fbrahim s not
in Pakistan,” Pakistan For-
@ipnn Oflce  spokesperson
Tisnim  Askun told PTL
Asked i Dowood was ever
present In Pakistan, shesaid,
“This issue [1as been raised
iIn thw past too. We have
checked and tave said he isK
nct present hiere™,
Addressing a press confer.

ence in New Delhi, Home
Minlster  Sushldl  Kamar
shinde had said, “As per our
Intormation, Dawood 18 in
Pakistan.” "“When [ went to
ANICrica last year to discuss
inland security. I mei the At-
torney General who locks af-

terr the FBI. [ talked to 1iin
and we declded tiial we wiil
iss whatever information
we Have on Dawood amongst
eaclt gther We decided we
wil make jolnt efforts.”
Shinde had sald when asked
aboult the whersibouts of Da-
wood, who 1s wanit In a
aumber of casts by Indian
security agencles including
the 1003 Mumbat blasts.
Dawood, who heads a vast
ant niattifaceted Rlegal busk
ness, huae emerged as Jndia’s
most wanted terrorist afer
the 1993 Mumbal bomiings.,
which he allegedly organised
and financet AnINTERPOL
ved corner notice is still pend-
tng against hm. According
to the US, Dawood malintains
close links with terror outiit
al-Gaeda. As aresult, the US
feclared m 8 “global terror-
ist” and pursued tlhe matter
before the Untited Nations in
an athempt to freeze Nis assets
across the world and crack
down on hls operaiions.

PAKISTAN CANCELS MILITARY
PARADE FOR SIXTH YEAR

Inlamabad

The jnint military parade held on Mareh 23 to

mark Pakistan ay has beety canceiled for the sixth consecu-
tive yea) for security reasons, 4 media report said on Satu-
day “T'he joint miliary parade lias been canceiled due to se-
curity reasons and gepicyment of {roops at western bordels
engaged in the war agalnst terrorism.” a defence source was
quoted as sayving by the Dawn dally The paratie used to be a
regular event marking Pakistan Day, wlilch conunetnorates
tiw Lahore Resolution of 1840 and the adoption of the coun-
trv's first constitution. The event displayed Pakistan's mii)-
tary power, folk and culture, The parade wus last held in [s-
lamabad in 2008, when it was reviewed by Pervez Musharraf

45 a civilian president.

Russia ready to work
with new B'desh govt

Dok a

Russla has satd that it was
ready to cooperate with
the new Bangladesh gov-
erniment 1o be formed to-
MG W wWillle regretting
the ppposition boveott of
the recently held patlla-
metary  poils. "HUssIR
Tuit!Trms that il 15 reamy to
comlnue constructive
partnersiiip with o gov-
crnmuent which will be
[ormed soon,” medila re-
ports gald here quoting a
Russian Foreign Mintety
statement. It 2iso regret-
ted that kKey opposiion
parties in Bangiadesh boy-
cotted the parllomentary
eiecilons. “We hope that

the autheorities and the op-
position will not go be-
yond the Constihutlon in
order te ensure stability
and strengthen democrat-
ic instltutions 1n the coun-
iry,” the statement read.

The statement c4mne us
westarn naticns criticised
the polls, with the US
questilening s legitima-
cy calling for fresh elec-
tions that will include all
partics. The - Russlan
bacKing came a8 Dpew
Awami League-led gov-
ernnet 1s sct to Ppe sworn
in tomorrow after it swent
the January 5 polls with
three-fourths  majority
following a boycott by the
oppasition.

Iran to start next phase of talks with [AEA soon

Tehan

[ranian nuciear chief Al
Akbar Salehil said the first
phase of talks with the UN
nuclear watchdog will be fin-
ishied by early February
English-language Press TV
website reported on Satur-
gddav. Kariler today, [ran #nd
wOrld powers agreed on Bow
to unplement 8 landmark
November deal on contain-
Ing Tehran's auclear pro-
gramune, but It must »tiil be
approved by each country
before H ran take effect.

Press TV guoted Salehi i#s
saying “iran and the agency
will end phase one of the ne-
gotiations by eany February.
and the second phase of
Iran-IAEA taiks will start
soon alterwarags.”

In that second phasa, Iran

and the [nernationat Atome-
lc Energy Agency need to
hammer out a clear frame-
work on how to continue
their cooperation.

In November, the two sldes
dgreed on s “roadmap for co-
pperation” to lesolve e
maining lssves linked to
Telran's controversial
dtOmic Progranmme,

Under it, ‘Teluan agree to
aliow JAEA Inspectors to
visit the heavy wuter pro-
duction plant in Aral as wetl
as the Gachin uranium mlie
in the southh  The Arak
heavv-water reactor, which
could be operational by the
end of next vear, 1s A major
souree of concern for West-
eI POWeLs,

Its official function is to
produce plutonium {or med-

tcal research but it could po-

tentially be used for military
pUIPORES.

Western nations and Israel
have long suspected Iran of
PWsINng a nuClear weapons
capability alongside its civil-
ian programme, charges de-
nied by Teluan.

The IAEA conducts regiv
lar Inspections of lran’s b
clear facllities but also
warnts to investigate allega-
tions that Iran conducied
nuclear weapons research
before 2003 and  possibiv
s5ince then.

Iran allowed the UN atonm:-
It watchdog inspeciors 1o
visit the Arak site i Decen
ber, the first time since 2611.

Meanwhile, two dayvs of
talks  between high-level
[ranian and EUJ negotiators
ended in Geneva Friday
with ‘very good progress on

all the pertinent
said Michael Mann, ,.a
spokesman for EU fpl?f;-:n
policy chief Catherise Ash-
ton. The EU represeflis ihe
so-cailed P5+1 group of
wolld powers — Britain,
China, France, Gerinany,
Russia and the United States
— in the decade-iong nucledy
negotiations with [rag

Iran's deputy chief n

negntiator, Abbas Araq

sald “we found seiutions fo
all the polnts of dlsagree.
menl” Under a Novermbeyr
theal, Iran apgreed to curd
parts of ity nuclear drive for
$1X months In exchange fog
receiving modest relief fom
international sanctions and
a promise by Western pow-
ors not to iImpose new neas-
ures against its hard-hit
economs

] ndian-origin c/zumey maker faces drug charges in South Africa

[ritba

An Ldian-origin woman in
South AfTica. who ras o (U-
cratlvwe chutney manulac-
turing business, 1§ {acing
charees of belng part of a
pait-mililon rand  drug
syncicato.

[Tone Mahomed has des
nied 1Ny inveivement 1) the
drug racket alter being av-
rested with 11 nilters during

a potice ralg in the up-
market suburb of Umit-
langd fucks here,

I'olice reporiedly
found most of the ac
cused packlng drugs
worth & millon rand
inte straw dwring thelr
sealch, but all 12 people
denied having any 1ink

to the 100,000 heiroin
tableis found on the
property

Matioined, granted
ball of 100,004 rand by
the Verwam Magls
trute’s Court, sald she
was shocked to learn po-
llee believed her to be
the Kingpin behind the
drug racket.

She said she was a
housewife who ran a
successful chiuthey busl
ness sing iraditional
Indian recipes handed

down by her famlly T'wo
cther accused, S-year-gld
Haroon Omer angl Burund:
an Natlonai Hassan Glhun-
ca, have previpus convie-
tions for drug trafficKing.
The trial will resumc on
March 7 as 1the court has
agived to give authorities
time for a fuller investigo.
tion.

Nelghbours of the accused
said they were shocked at

the revelations., as peopie
living in the qulet street 1n
the leufy suburd full of targe
luxurious homes rarely saw
them nteracting with each
other. “Bat if this was golng
on right under ouy noses in
nur neighbourhood withotit
us Knowing, it becomes
(uite @ seary thing,” sald
one neighbour who spoke on
condition of anonymliy for
fear of reprisal.
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Indian businessman
shot in Philippines

Maisika

All Indian busrinessman
was shot dead and anoth-
er wounded in the Philip-
pines by unidentified pun-
inen as they were coliect-
ing payments from
clients, a media report
said today Neviot Singh,
26, was shot twice In the
c¢hest and. declared dead
onarrival gt a local hospl-
/ - His o assoclate
-Lakhwinder -Singh,
wias shot in his arm, Vox
Bikol newspaper report-
el ..
‘Both Indlan nationals
care residents of Naga
‘City The - shootinig oc-
currel on Janumy 6,
when they had gone to a
rural area ol Calabanga
town to collect loan pay-
ments from clients. Po-
1joe sald two uniderntied
motorcyele-borne - gun-
mer were waiting for the
Indians ear a store in the
area. OiMcials sald oo
cash was taken from the.
Indians :
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Pakistani health
‘workers refuse to join
anti-polio campaign

Peshawar

Seventy healtl) workers in
Pakistan's Klivber tribal re-
glon today relused to join a
polio vaccinatlon campalgn
because of security cone-
cerns, 2 medla report sald

Hajl Sadeeq, a spokesman
for the health workers, sald
the clrcumstances, ospe-
cially In Jamrud arca of
Khybher Agency, were not
favowgable for his col-
leagues 1o take part In the
threeday campaign.

“We feel threatened and
everynne ik frightened after
the klling of our col-
leames last month,” he was
guoted as saying by tie

Paramiit Singh, 34, an-
other Indian gational who

s accompanyving the
two men whao were shol,
tnok the victims to a hos-
pital in Naga City The
Bureaul of Inmnilgration
in Naga City sald it had
ne records for Naviot
Singihi, whiv was described
as an "unverifled indlan

- pattonal”,

Late last yesar, the local
police director hod con-
tacted the Burcau of Im-
migration to discuss a se-
rigge of armed robberles
I which Indian natlonads
wore the victims, Oifl-
cials said Indian nation-
als tarpeted in several
arnwdl robberies and
shaotings were “unsoop-
erative” with police Inves.
tigators..

Reports have indicated
that Indian nationals
*“have masterminded
armed robberies  and
shooting of fellow Indians
hecause of reported busl-
ness rivairies”, the report
sald.
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vaccinations in June 2012, E
suylng the restriction ! 3
wolll<t Lust til the US atupa

drone strikes,

Multanis and gunmen ﬂ‘e-
quently attack vacclnation 5
tex s, aceUs g thera of be-
Ing Western spies and part |
of 2 piot to “stertlise” Mus- |
ltms. Dozens have dled in |

i
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i
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these attacks.
A moember ol the local |
paranlics assnctation

sald nope of the “frontline
workers  hwad been consult.
ed when their olfice-hear- |
ers announced thwe end of
an  wvarliel” boycott on
Wednesdsy

He said Khasadar and
Levies personnel were be- |
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Dawn dakiy ing targeted wnd thelr pres- |
He yaid 1t was not possible  ence during the campalgn
for health workers o con-  woildd make health workers
duct e door-to-door cam-  more vulperable to militant
pign because of the pres-  attachs.
ence of militunts In Jam- Heudth officlals had cuarll-
rud. Sadeeq said they were  or sald they expected 10 vac-
ready to sacrifice thelr Jobs  clnate 4,000 chitldren below
i they were foreed to ad-  the age of [ive agalnst polio |
minister the vaccinations.  tn Jamrud. Pakisian is one
Anti-polio campaigns In of only thiee cnuntries j
; the tribal belt have been hit  where the erippling dississ
since the Tailban banned renins endenile.
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